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authorities to free the universities of the country from
the influence of * 'ideologically hostile'1 professors was
an order to the branch of the Atheist League con-
nected with each university to investigate the mem-
bers of the faculty and to report its findings to the
government. On the strength of such charges dismissals
are made.
A document dealing with the matter contains a spe-
cial warning against the indiscriminate employment of
professors who come "from the decayed and dying
bourgeois class" as likely to attempt "to implant their
own pessimism and futility in the minds of the young
generation.'* It is the aim of the government, the
document states, to make the universities of the coun-
try the home of "aggressive materialism." The cleans-
ing committees are therefore especially instructed to
be on guard against the "infiltration of religion into
education through the medium of certain philosophic
idealistic works" employed by the professors in their
lectures.
A professor who can feel "the breath of God in
the noise of falling leaves" is declared unfit to bring
up Soviet youth. Similarly professors of chemistry,
physics and mathematics are ordered carefully sifted
and watched because a certain professor in that field
had recently declared that the "natural sciences cannot
explain the mystery of life" and that "absolute mate-
rialism" as a philosophy of life therefore falls short
in many respects.